Conqress of the United States

TWlashington, BC 20510
April 13, 2010

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to express our support for the State of Maryland’s March 2, 2010 requests
to you regarding the historic and unprecedented nature of our winter storm season. As you
know, these storms have affected our state and local communities tremendously, and we thank
you for your recent Presidential Disaster Declaration as a result of the December blizzard. The
successive February storms only worsened a precarious situation, and we believe that the
Governor’s requests are reasonable in light of the situation.

Our state has taken extensive measures to respond to these storms, as its request for a
Presidential declaration for the February storms will show. However, the distinct character of
these storms has presented several obstacles given the current Federal Emergency Management
(FEMA) policy for snow declarations. These procedures cannot realistically address the
challenges that the multiple, successive, major snow events that hit our region have presented.
The financial implications of these events will be felt far down the road, and these rules have the
potential to unfairly constrain the state’s ability to seek the relief that it needs.

The State of Maryland needs the flexibility to be able to access the disaster funds as the
program is intended, and strict adherence to them at this time would result in unintended
consequences. The concerns with respect to Maryland’s requests are well outlined in the
Governor’s letter, and we ask for their full consideration.

Thank you again for your review of Maryland’s request, and your assistance thus far. It
is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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Barbara A. Mikulski Benjamin L. Cardin
United States Senator United States Senator




lijah E. Cummings
Member of Congress

Chris Van Hollen
Member of Congress
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Donna F. Edwards
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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0 John P. Sarbanes

Member of Congress

7 Frank Krato\@
Member of Congress




