BARBARA A. MIKULSKI
MARYLAND

Nnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2003

October 27, 2009

The Honorable Gary Locke The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Secretary Chairman

U.S. Department of Commerce Federal Communications Commission
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20230 Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary Locke and Chairman Genachowski:

I am frustrated by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s (NTIA)
delay in approving a cell phone jamming demonstration at a Maryland prison. Governor Martin
O’Malley and I requested this demonstration in a June 15, 2009 letter to NTIA. Illegal cell phone use in
prisons allows criminals across the country to continue to commit crimes from behind bars. This
demonstration will inform Congress on the availably technology to help fight this urgent problem.

At the request of the federal government, the State of Maryland houses hundreds of federal
inmates who are awaiting trial or sentencing in federal court. A particularly appropriate venue for the
jamming demonstration in Maryland would be the Maryland Correctional Adjustment Center, which
houses up to 240 federal pre-trial and pre-sentencing inmates on any given day.

One month after my inquiry, Administrator Lawrence Strickling responded by stating that NTIA
and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) were working on a coordinated approach, and that
he would provide a follow-up response. Now, more than four months after my original inquiry, I have
not received any proposed plans, timetables or approval. I understand Governor O’Malley recently
received a letter from Secretary Locke stating that NTIA may consider performing a test at its facility in
Boulder, CO. This is not what we requested.

This delay is unacceptable and has gone on long enough. I expect NTIA and FCC to provide a
definitive plan for this cell phone jamming demonstration to occur at a Maryland prison. I expect one of
your agencies to approve this request without further delay. Most of all, I expect some cooperation.

I look forward to hearing from you immediately regarding your agencies’ progress in this matter.

Sincerely, 4
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Barbara A. Mikulski //7?’%
United States Senator i

cc: Governor Martin O’Malley



