
DEFENSE COMMISSARY FACT SHEET 
What Are Commissaries? 
Commissaries are one of the most significant and long-lasting benefits of military men & women and their families.  Commissaries provide access to modestly-priced healthy groceries.  By law, commissaries are required to sell items at “cost”, that is with no profit or markup to the commissary as well as a 5 percent surcharge. Surcharge funds are invested back into the commissaries to pay for the cost of building new stores and renovating or repairing existing ones. 
 Who Can Shop at Commissaries?
The following individuals are authorized to shop at commissaries: 
· Active duty members of the U.S. Armed Forces (and their dependents) 
· Members of the Reserve and National Guard (and their dependents) 
· Retired members of Active Duty, Reserves and National Guard (and their dependents) 
· Honorably discharged veterans with a 100% service-connected disability 
· Recipients of the Medal of Honor 
· Spouses of fallen Service members in combat 

How Are Commissaries Funded?

Commissaries receive an annual appropriation of about $1.4 billion that support 246 stores worldwide. The 5 percent surcharge allows commissaries to rely less on Congressional appropriations, while still investing in the infrastructure of the commissary system. 

How Do Commissaries Benefit Military Personnel and Their Families?

On average, commissary customers save about 30 percent on their grocery bills. According to a 2010 U.S. Department of Agriculture Consumer Expenditure Survey, the average family of four saves more than $4,500 per year shopping regularly at a commissary. Commissaries aren’t a subsidy, they are an earned benefit. 

Commissaries are Job Creators & Economic Engines 

Commissaries are the largest employers of military families in the world. More than 64% of commissary employees are military connected and nearly 30% are military spouses. They are also the leading employer in the nation for veterans. Commissaries support more than 1,800 small businesses. 











DEFENSE COMMISSARY FACT SHEET 
Commissary Funding and Access Are Threatened 
President Obama’s FY16 budget proposes to fund commissaries at $1.1 billion. This is a $210 million cut from FY15 funding levels of $1.36 billion.  Furthermore, the Senate version of the FY16 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) would authorize commissary funding at $1.1 billion—a $210 million cut from FY15 levels and $322 million below the House-passed NDAA. The Senate NDAA includes several other provisions that would negatively impact commissaries, including: 
· A pilot program to privatize commissaries 
· Allowing the Secretary of Defense to determine pricing of goods at commissaries 
· Allowing domestic transportation costs to be factored into the cost of goods (which would lead to increased costs)

Senator Mikulski is Fighting to Protect the Benefits of Military Families 
Senator Mikulski is offering 3 amendments to the Senate NDAA bill to protect the earned benefits provided to military men and women and their families through commissaries. 
Amendment #1 (w/ Senator Inhofe):
· Would require a study on the impact of privatization of commissaries on military families before a pilot program privatizing a number of commissaries can be implemented. 

Amendment #2: 
· Would restore $322 million in cuts to commissaries proposed in the FY16 Senate NDAA bill.
· This would authorize a funding level of $1.4 billion –equal to what was included in the House-passed FY16 NDAA bill. 

Amendment #3: 
· Would strike language allowing the Secretary of Defense to raise commissary prices at his discretion. 
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